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IntegraHve	
  Statement:	
  
Measures	
  of	
  quality	
  in	
  early	
  childhood	
  seMngs	
  have	
  been	
  extensively	
  used	
  in	
  research	
  and	
  program	
  evaluaHon	
  
studies,	
  and	
  are	
  increasingly	
  used	
  in	
  the	
  development	
  of	
  quality	
  monitoring	
  and	
  improvement	
  systems	
  at	
  the	
  
policy	
  level,	
  aimed	
  at	
  accountability	
  and	
  professionalizaHon	
  (MarHnez-­‐Beck,	
  2011).	
  A	
  relaHvely	
  new	
  
observaHon	
  system	
  is	
  the	
  Classroom	
  Assessment	
  Scoring	
  System	
  (CLASS;	
  Hamre,	
  Pianta,	
  Mashburn,	
  &	
  Downer,	
  
2007)	
  of	
  which	
  different	
  versions	
  have	
  been	
  developed	
  covering	
  classrooms	
  from	
  early	
  childhood	
  up	
  unHl	
  
secondary	
  school.	
  Several	
  US	
  studies	
  have	
  invesHgated	
  the	
  reliability	
  and	
  validity	
  of	
  the	
  CLASS	
  Pre-­‐K	
  version.	
  
However,	
  for	
  more	
  recently	
  developed	
  Infant	
  and	
  Toddler	
  versions	
  evidence	
  on	
  reliability	
  and	
  validity	
  is	
  sHll	
  
very	
  limited	
  (Thomason	
  &	
  La	
  Paro,	
  2009).	
  There	
  is	
  a	
  clear	
  need	
  to	
  establish	
  the	
  reliability,	
  validity,	
  and	
  cultural-­‐
appropriateness	
  of	
  the	
  CLASS.	
  Therefore,	
  this	
  symposium	
  brings	
  together	
  evidence	
  on	
  the	
  reliability	
  and	
  
validity	
  of	
  the	
  CLASS	
  covering	
  infant,	
  toddler,	
  and	
  preschool	
  classrooms	
  from	
  four	
  European	
  countries.	
  The	
  first	
  
study	
  reports	
  on	
  the	
  reliability	
  and	
  validity	
  of	
  the	
  CLASS	
  Infant	
  version	
  used	
  in	
  Portuguese	
  classrooms.	
  The	
  
second	
  study	
  invesHgated	
  the	
  psychometric	
  properHes	
  of	
  the	
  CLASS	
  Toddler	
  version	
  in	
  Dutch	
  day	
  care	
  and	
  
preschool	
  seMngs.	
  The	
  third	
  and	
  fourth	
  study	
  both	
  examined	
  the	
  reliability	
  and	
  validity	
  of	
  the	
  CLASS	
  Pre-­‐K	
  in	
  
German	
  and	
  Finnish	
  preschool	
  classrooms,	
  respecHvely.	
  Altogether	
  these	
  studies	
  provide	
  more	
  insight	
  into	
  the	
  
applicability	
  of	
  classroom	
  quality/observaHon	
  measures	
  developed	
  in	
  the	
  US	
  in	
  other	
  contexts	
  and	
  reveal	
  
possible	
  cultural	
  differences.	
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